TESTIMONIAL: Seibel Center Truly a Community Project
The Seibel Center construction project deserves special recognition for supporting the Buy Mower, Grown Mower Campaign.  The Seibel Center has received quite a bit of local support and it is encouraging to see where the donated funds have been spent.  The entire project from conception to certificate of occupancy exceeded $900,000 and 82% of those funds were spent locally, in Mower County.  Another 4% were spent in Freeborn County, 3% in Steele County and 6% in Olmsted County, bringing the total funds spent within a 45 mile radius of the Seibel Center to 95%.

Some of the local vendors, contractors and sub-contractors from Mower County include: The Joseph Company, who was the general contractor for the project, Hansen Hauling, Mountain Oaks Cabinetry, Kiker Brothers Roofing, County Acoustics, Belita’s Interiors, Dick’s Plumbing, Fox Electrical, and Greenman Heating and Air Conditioning.  Other significant local vendors included legal work done by Baudler, Baudler, Maus and Blahnik, financing by Sterling State Bank, insurance from Heartman Insurance Agency, demolition conducted by Bill Klingerman and his Sentence to Serve crew and service-learning work by the carpentry department of Riverland Community College.  Bids for this project were very competitive and 76 bids were received in total.  It was important to the Parenting Resource Center Board of Directors and the Joseph Company that we work to keep as many of our local funds within the community.

Contributions for the project have been primarily generated locally, although federal funds in excess of half a million dollars are coming into the Seibel Center to support operating expenses of the visitation and exchange center services.  The local economy is also impacted by the fact that the Parenting Resource Center had hired 2 full-time staff and 8 part-time staff to work at the Seibel Center, further fueling economic growth.
A third respect of Buy Mower, Grow Mower supported by the Seibel Center is that the state-of-the-art facility is attracting people from outside of the community into Mower County.  Consumers of services are currently traveling from further than 100 miles to use the Seibel Center and site visits are currently being planned for other communities interested in building similar facilities.  These teams of people will spend several days working with local community members who helped to plan the Seibel Center and will work, stay, and eat here.

The Seibel Center is demonstrating three aspects of the campaign: buy local, grow (employ) local and attract people in to buy and stay local.  It is for these reasons that I would like to see the Chamber make a special recognition to the Seibel Center in honor of successfully supporting the Buy Mower, Grow Mower Campaign.

Sincerely,

Eric Connett, Heartman Insurance Agency
