Austin’s 24th annual celebration of
community and country, SpamtownUSA
Freedom Fest 2009, is set to entertain
visitors and residents alike, July 3-5.
The 3-day event will include two days
of family entertainment in Bandshell
Community Park, two nights of fire-
works, 4th of July parade, and a variety
of sporting activities.

Organized by the Austin Area
Chamber of Commerce and sponsored
by more than 140 businesses and organi-
zationS, the event entertains tens of
thousands of people each year.

“We have another great entertain-
ment lineup, something for everyone in
the family. So plan to join in the fun,
and spend your holiday weekend right
here in Austin ,” urged Festival Director
Jeff Baldus. “You won't be disap-
pointed.”

Baldus heads up the 21-member
festival planning committee, which or-
ganizes events that include children’s
games, musical entertainment, arts and
crafts, food vendors, parade, sporting
events and more. The committee began
planning events, last fall.

“We have everything organized, and
ready to go. But we still need a lot of
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help — volunteers — to help make
things go smoothly,” Baldus said. “We
have over 200 two-hour time slots to
help run children’s games alone. Others
are needed to help set up and take down
equipment, direct traffic, line up the
parade, and help with sporting events.
So give the Chamber a call (437-4561)
and give us a hand. It's fun, and a very
rewarding way to volunteer your time.”

Bandshell Community Park will be
the center of activities, July 3-4, with 16
hours of free stage entertainment, chil-
dren’s games, arts and crafts, food ven-
dors and more. A few of the featured
acts will include the Rooftop Band’s
Tribute to the Beatles, Paul Pruitt’s 4th
of July musical extravaganza, the Bissen
Brothers, Schell’s Hobo Band, Commu-
nity Band, and more.

Sporting events will include the 5-
mile Hog Jog, 25-mile Dan Ulwelling
Bike Race, and Minny Piggy Mile. Reg-
istration flyers are available at the
Chamber or at www.austincoc.com.

EVENT PROGRAMS are available at doz-
ens of locations, including the Chamber, and
on the web at www.austincoc.com.

Cover photo courtesy of the Austin Post-Bulletin

The Chambers 23rd annual Ag. Appreciation SummekGot

will be held 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 21 in Blager Building
at the Mower County Fairgrounds. Organized throthghCham-
ber's Agribusiness Committee, the event is desidoedcognize
the contributions of agriculture to our communitdashow appre-
ciation to valued customers from all walks of li@@ver 1100 peo-
ple were served a Hormel Windsor chop dinner,jaat, most of
whom were provided complimentary tickets by spoimgpCham-

ber member businesses.

COOKOUT continued on page 7

!
!
MEMBERS served 1100 people at last year’s cookout.
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0 Other Events

Jaycees Street Dance
Lions Fly-in Breakfast
Kids Fishing Contest
25-mile Bike Race

Jeff Kritzer, 2009 President

Jeff Baldus, Past President

Tom Sherman, First Vice President
Jan O’Connor, Vice President
David Olson, Vice President

Aaron Keenan, Vice President

Mark Coffey

Gail Dennison
Ralph Donkers
Steve Gleason
Todd Hepler
Dick Mclintosh
Jim Stough
Kevin True

Beth Altergott, CVB
John Garry, DCA
Dr. Ron Langrell
John Martin
Kathy Green

Sandy Forstner, Executive Director
Valerie Schewe, Bookkeeper

LaVonne Rushton, Administrative Assistant

6:30-12 July 3 @ Torge’s Live
7-1 Sunday, July 5 Austinpgort
9-11 a.m. July 5 Eastside Lake
Noon JC Hormel Nature Center
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Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik, LLP
Culver's Restaurant

USEM, Inc.

MJ O’Connor, Inc.
Apollo Liquor and Superette

Austin Medical Center-Mayo Health System
Bob Cooper, Vice President/Treasurer

Community Bank
Hormel Foods Corporation

Hormel Institute-University of Minnesota

Donkers’ Hometown Appliances
US Bank
Hy-Vee Food Store
Arizona Cleaning Company
Worlein Funeral Home
Austin Daily Herald
Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau
Development Corporation of Austin
Riverland Community College
City of Austin
Austin Public Schools
Staff
execdir@austcoc.com
admin@austincoc.com
chamber@astincoc.com
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The Great Recession we're immersed in has takelh ant
all aspects of our economy. As business ownemsithinly
don’t have to remind you that money is harder tmedy these
days. Many of you have shared your concerns andofmposi-
tion to further tax burden during these difficutb@omic times.

As part of a statewide federation, your chambargdiwith
the Minnesota Chamber and dozens of other locahbbeas to
lobby for no new taxes at the State Capitol. Wé eghtinue
that effort on the local level as both the city aodnty now
prepare their 2010 budgets.

Recently, your Chamber Board of Directors adoptedla
icy statement that opposes any increase in locgigrty taxes
or fees. Letters were sent to elected officialsliming our posi-
tion, and to the media. Below is the Letter toHutor which
summarizes our arguments.

* % %

“For months, the City of Austin and Mower Countyba
been anticipating reductions in aid, due to theedtadget cri-
sis. Those reductions are now imminent as Goverirar
Pawlenty plans to use his unallotment authoritgatance the
state’s budget.

Both the City and the County have prepared lortg b
possible cuts in spending as well as possible asagin fees
and taxes to offset the lost state aid. We enceubath bodies
to balance their budgets without any increase ap@rty tax
rates or fees. It's time for government to “tightenbelt” as so
many taxpayers have already done.

The fact is government spending has risen drantigtica
recent years, far exceeding the rate of inflatitate spending
is up over $12 billion over the past decade (574#%Mower
County, property tax levies have nearly doubledesi?003
from $8.1 million to $15.3 million. The City’s leyyas jumped
from $2.2 million in 2003 to $3.7 million, this yea 68 per-
cent increase. The rate of inflation over that spemod, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, was thas 16 per-
cent. Even in good times, increases — such as wedeen in
the cost of government -- cannot be sustained.

Reductions in state aid are a direct result of fessevenue,
due to the current national recession. Simply diatxpayers
as a whole are making less and spending lessnahe process
are generating less tax revenue. A recent artictbe StarTrib-
une accurately summarized the situation:

“The economy’s performance over the last two quarte
underscored the grim toll the recession, whichts@in De-
cember 2007 and is now the longest since World NVaas
had on the country. Businesses have ratcheted $yaahkding
and slashed 5.7 million jobs to survive the falldtihancial
firms have taken huge losses on soured mortgagstiments.
Banks and other companies have been forced outsifidss.
Home foreclosures have soared.”

Austin and Mower County are not immune to the affext
this recession. The unemployment rate for the @itfustin
reached 8 percent in April, the highest recordedeicades;
county-wide, nearly 1600 people were without w@ice
June 2007, the Mower County Sheriff’s office handwcted
252 mortgage foreclosure sales, an average of tharel0 per
month. Businesses are less profitable; many hageated at a
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by Sandy Forstner, executive director

loss for more than a year. Dozens have closedeSadrem-
ployees have seen their hours reduced and theesvzignmed.

At times such as this, it is not realistic or rasgible to ask
taxpayers to pay more. It is realistic and neces®aask gov-
ernment to do with less. For years, governmenbleas grow-
ing at an unsustainable rate. It is time to revéisdrend.

The process will be painful. Government cannot fieats
budget by simply reducing services. The majoritgadts in
both the City (59%) and County (53%) budgets amotisl to
employee salaries and benefits. Contracts artageghat will
further increase those costs. Employees need pafief the
solution, and bargaining units should be asked batke table
to discuss options that will minimize job lossesd d@elivery of
services to the public.

Public input should also play an important roléha proc-
ess. Once exact reductions in state aids are knouintic hear-
ings should be called to explain options under ictamation.

These are difficult times. But our economy will iroge.
We need to hold costs down now and be preparerbte ig
the future. Government can help that day come sdoniok-
ing for greater efficiencies, trimming costs andiding any
increases in taxes or fees.”
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Riverland Community College received final approvam
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities for & MVind
Turbine Program. The program is currently takingleations
for fall semester 2009.

The newly approved Wind Turbine Technician prograifh
address the growing demand for highly qualifiedspanel to
service and maintain the increasing number of hegbused in
the renewable energy industry today and for theseeable
future. Design, operation, and maintenance theodyagplica-
tion of multi-industry turbine technology usageIvoié explored
with an emphasis on wind turbine/renewable enepgpfiea-
tions.

“The Wind Turbine program will provide graduates thp-
portunity to enter into a high demand field andvide students
with an education that gives them a competitiveeedgoday’s
economy,” said Steve Bowron, dean of career/techmiduca-
tion for Riverland Community College,. "Renewableergy
careers will continue to grow regionally and natéitiyiin future
years."

Wind turbine technicians play a key role in ensgiguality,
safety and service involving the operation and nesiance of
wind turbine units, performing mechanical and eleat trou-
bleshooting, as well as repair and preventativenteaance.

Wind Turbine Technicians install and maintain efeel
motors and their controls, electronic controls,greanmable
logic controllers, hydraulics, repair and replacafomctioning

parts and equipment, transmissions and drives, amécdl Sys-
tems and blade maintenance and repair.

Riverland has secured numerous industry and sqiant!
ners to help plan, develop and implement this nuedded
career and technical academic program. Their coatinn-
volvement with the college will help to ensure firegram sent
to Minnesota State Collegasd Universities will provide the
local wind technology industry with highly skillechd educated
wind turbine technicians.

The partners to date include: Juhl Energy Developrie.,
Vestas, Horizon Wind/Prairie Star Wind Farm, Southdin-
nesota Initiative Foundation, Workforce Developmieat, Al-
liant Energy, Austin Utilities, Freeborn Mower Cawptive
Services, Albert Lea Public Schools, Owatonna Sddigh
School, Albert Lea Economic Development Agency, &eg-
ment Corporation of Austin.

Riverland Community College, a member of the Miratas
State Colleges and Universities system, is a redjioompre-
hensive community college inspiring learning fairg through
a personalized educational environment. Approxitgat@00
students are served, annually, through a wide rahgeedit-
based educational opportunities. An additional @ 8@dents
are annually served in non-credit courses. Fagdlisire located
in Albert Lea, Austin, and Owatonna, Minn. Riveidamay be
found on the Internet at www.riverland.edu.

AN ADDED MEMBER BENEFIT

As a member of the
Austin Area

Chamber
Of Commerce

YOU'LL SAVE

David L. Reynen, CPCU
+0

BIG!

Eric Connett, agent

We are pleased to offer special
discount rates from Auto-Owners
Insurance Company on business
insurance — to members of company
approved organizations like yours!

Fast, fair and efficient service — from

The “No Problem” People®.

CALL TODAY AND SEE
HOW YOU'LL SAVE!

Bob Hoeg, agent

562 ! 47 | | 8




FRIENDS OF THE JAY C. HORMEL NATURE CENTER
were welcomed as new members to the Chamber with an
Ambassador ribbon cutting, May 12. Cutting the ribbon
were “Friends” Board Chairman Gary Zimmerman and
Nature Center Naturalist Larry Dolphin. Following t he rib-
bon cutting, the Friends hosted Business After Howr in the
Ruby Rupner Auditorium.

June
Tues. Jun 16 8:00 Ribbon Cutting for Metro
Sales, Inc. @ Chamber
Wed. Jun 17 7:00 Board of Directors @ Town
Center Conference Room
4:00 Ladies Night Out @ Chamber
Thurs. Jun 18 7:30 Festival Committee @ Town

Center Conference Room
Fri. Jun 19 11:00-7:00 Fireworks Raffle Ticket sales

@ Hy-Vee
Tues. Jun 23 4:00 Ribbon Cutting for Big Island
Rendezvous @ Chamber
Thurs. Jun 25 7:00 Agri Business @ Jerry’s
8:00 Ribbon Cutting @ Beaver

Trails Campground
11:00-7:00 Fireworks Raffle Ticket sales

@ Hy-Vee
Fri. Jun 26 12:00 Community Receptionist @
Chamber
Sat. Jun 27 9:00 Parade Committee @ Jerry’'s
July
Wed. Jul 1 7:30 Ambassador Executive
Committee @ Watt's Cookin’
12:00 Executive Board @ Chamber
July 3-5 Freedom Fest
Fri. Jul 3 Chamber office closed
Tue. Jul 7 8:00 Government Affairs @
Town Center Conference Room
Wed. Jul 8 7:30 Ambassadors @ Perkins
Tue. Jul 14 5:00 Business After Hours @
Austin Country Club
Wed. Jul 15 7:00 Board of Directors @ Town
Center Conference Room
4:00 Ladies Night Out @ Chamber
Thurs. Jul 16  7:30 Festival Committee @ Town
Center Conference Room
Tues. Jul 21 5:30 Ag Appreciation Cookout @

Mower County Fairgrounds
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Welcome Aboard
New Members!

The Event Center 433-7692
Bruce Hovland has reopened the former Sportts Restaas
an event center. A great place for meetings, rémepor holi-
day parties. Seating for up to 250 people. Cater imake
your arrangements with Jeff. Hourly rates.

Christopher Lee Photography 440-3007
Christopher Lee offers all types of professionadtplyraphy,
including graduation and wedding photos, comme qialtos,
glamour, fashion and family photos. For more infation and
samples of his work, visit www.clpstudio.net

The Austin Country Club has been serving the Austin

Community for over 90 years. Come visit us and fin

out what services we can provide to you, your fgmil

your business and the greater Austin communitysoAl

while you're here check out what membership is all

about while enjoying hors d’oeuvres and refreshment
! "# $ %

& < 0
Held the 2nd Tuesday of every month
August 11  Mower County Fair Board
&Godfather’s Pizza
September 8 OPEN
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Whatever your vision of retirement looks like, ybu'
have many options. Although some of those optiof
may be complex, deciding to consolidate your
accounts is easy.

With all your retirement money in one place, it ¢an
easier to make sure your financial strategy israckt

To learn how consolidating your accounts to Edward
Jones could help give you the retirement you want,
call today. We’ll meet with you face to face tofhgbu
achieve your financial goals.
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. continued from page 8

we anticipate continued pressure to raise
taxes in 2010. Our real work is just begin-
ning. The debates at the Capitol underscore
our challenge.

In the short term, we must work with
the governor to minimize the impact of his
unallotments, especially as they relate to
hospitals and other health care providers.
Health and human services demands our
attention in the long term as well. We need
to figure out a way to deliver quality pro-
grams and services without breaking the
state budget.

On the local government front, we hear
far too many complaints that reduced Local
Government Aid will result in cutting po-
lice or raising local property taxes. Some
cities already have taken the initiative to
reduce costs by announcing reorganizations
or soliciting citizens’ ideas. More local
governments must follow suit.

Minnesota’s reputation for its quality
health care, education or transportation
infrastructure need not — will not — be sacri-
ficed because we failed to raise taxes on
employers and their employees in the mid-
dle of the nation’s biggest recession since
the Great Depression. The strategies and
solutions will take hard work, and we are
up to the challenge.

Rest assured, we appreciate the support
of the statewide business community, espe-
cially during these difficult economic times.
We are honored to represent your interests
at the Capitol.



continued from page 1

Sponsorships are available at three different tevébold,
Silver and Bronze — and all include complimentaciets as
well as business recognition before, during anerafte event.
Contact the Chamber, 437-4561, or committee chiain R
Fischer, 433-4998, for more information. Individtiakets are
also available: $9 in advance or $10 at the door.

All cookout customers receive a grilled Windsor ghbaked
beans, coleslaw, bun, ice cream and beverage.

Proceeds from the event support a variety of cotemic-
tivities, including sponsorship of the 4-H Ribbonation, and
county Dairy Association, Corn and Soybean Growaeis Pork
Producers banquets. The committee also hosts a Faunfor
third grade students in Austin schools, each Septem

Support Your Festival
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community — and, indeed, for all Minnesotans.

All session long, the governor was consistent frbsis-
tance to raise taxes on Minnesotans, especiatlyeastate
looks to create jobs and recover from the econoegession.
Yet the DFL majorities in the Legislature were uresng in

The Minnesota Chamber protected the interests groposing tax increases right up to the final mesuif the

the statewide business community on several friontse
2009 Legislature. Our successes ranged from deégati-
merous tax proposals to strengthening the chartexdd law,
from stopping additional burdensome health caresacid
leave mandates to laying the groundwork for stré@ang the
environmental permitting process.

Our singular focus is to ensure that Minnesotarmsses
can compete in today’s challenging global economy.

Victories on both “offense” and “defense” were vaoe-
thy given the projected multibillion shortfall ihe state’s
general fund in the midst of a national recessiaum. suc-
cesses would not have been possible without tloetefbf our
statewide Chamber Federation which advanced itsifieis at
the Capitol.

The dynamics of the legislative session changethaltia
cally in its final days when Governor Tim Pawleaty-
nounced there would be no special session and vergment
shutdown That was good news for the Minnesota legsin

session.

Many of the proposals would have fallen disproporti
ately on businesses. Proposals included an inciedlse
statewide property tax, elimination of the forergyalty de-
duction and foreign operating corporation provisidihe
corporate income tax, a new tax on interest incand,a new
fourth bracket and across-the-board increasesrgopal in-
come taxes.

We don't dismiss the difficulty that policy-makdexe in
this challenging economy. To be certain, everyoilefeel
the impact as the state budget is balanced thrthegbover-
nor’'s unallotments. But it's imperative to take iredmate
steps to slow the growth in spending if we arevoic future
financial crises.

We cannot rest on our legislative scorecard, howease

OLSON continued on page 6




