Chamber Ambassadors invite all mem-
bers and their guests to join them for the
20th annual All Member Invitational Golf
Outing (AMIGO Day), Monday, Sept. 12 at
Meadow Greens Golf Course. A registra-
tion flyer is included in this edition of The
Outlook.

AMIGO Day is one of the Chamber’s
most popular fundraisers and is open to all
members and their guests. The 4-person
“best shot” tournament will begin with a 1
p.m. shotgun start. Lunch and beverages
will be provided during the day, followed
by a prime rib, chicken and pork buffet at
the Eagles Club that evening.

Chamber Ambassadors host the event,
and run a variety of fun games on the
course, including longest drive, put and
closest to the pin. There’s “red carpet”
treatment available to all golfers, this year,
under a variety of sponsorship plans.

Registration is limited to the first 144
golfers. Players can arrange their own four-
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somes or sign up individually and be THE DIAMOND RIDGE TEAM teed up at last year's AMGO Day, from left,
grouped by the committee. Cost is $90 per Brian Haldorson, Kevin Swank, Brian Stough and TomWuertz.

golfer, which includes 18 holes of golf,
cart, lunch, refreshments and dinner. Members vt djolf
are invited to join others for the buffet dinneraatost of $25 per
person.

Registration deadline is Friday, Sept 2.

There are a variety of sponsorship options to ptergour
business. This year’s sponsors include:

Master Sponsor: Sterling State Bank

Golf Cart Sponsors: Accentra Credit Union, Simplifi
Technology Solutions, LLC.

Birdie Sponsors: Austin Country Club; Community Ban
Davis, Thoen, Kramer & Associates; Hormel Institute

University of Minnesota; LarsonAllen; Motor Inn Hoa, Papa

Murphy’s Pizza; Smyth Companies, Inc.; and Sterlimgg

Main Street.
Beer Cart Sponsors: Apollo Liquor and Superettd, Bell

Tee Sponsors: Americlnn Motel and Suites; AustiilyDder-
ald; Mayo Clinic Health System-Austin; Austin Pové&Sport;
B&J Bar & Grill; Baudler, Baudler, Maus & BlahnikLP;
Blecker Realty; Bollingberg Chiropractic; Carneysto Sal-
vage; Cedar Valley Services; Cheers Liquor; Clakmaan

AMIGO DAY continued on page 5

Nominations are now being accepted from all Chamfembers for
individuals interested in serving on the Austin &&hamber of Com-
merce’s Board of Directors. Two, 3-year terms grdas election at the
Annual Fall Meeting, 12-Noon October 12 at the Au§tountry Club.
The board meets 7 a.m. the third Wednesday of ewctth.

If you or someone you know would like to servetbis important fiscal
and policy-making body, contact Executive Direcdandy Forstner at
437-4561 or Chamber President Dave Olson, Apollubr & Superette,

433-1300.
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Ambassadors are among the Chamber’s most visildle an |
active committees. Known for their red coats abton cut-
tings, Ambassadors also organize AMIGO Day andatireual
Winter Banquet and Awards Program. Over the next fe
months, we’ll recognize these important membersunfbusi-

Renee Wangen

Sales Representative/Business Owner

KAUS Radio/Wangen Automotive

Renee has been a sales representative for KA
for 18 years, serving customers in Austin, Roc

ness community. If you would like to know how yooutd L BPH  ester and Owatonna. She also is co-owner of
join the Ambassadors contact Chamber staff or ament WANGEN Wangen Automotive.
Ambassador. She’s been an Ambassador for over two years
and enjoys organizing city-wide events. She has bemem-
Terri Stough ber of the Freedom Fest Committee, and also vodustat the
Loan Officer Salvation Army and Feed a Family program.
Accentra Credit Union Renee likes to snowmobile and collect refrigeratag-

Terri loves to golf so it follows that her favor- nets.

ite Ambassador event is AMIGO Day. She and

her husband, Jim (also an Ambassador) have  Kevin Swank
STOUGH served on the AMIGO planning committee for ~ Account Manager

years. Simplified Technology Solutions, LLC

Terri has been an Ambassador for nine years, asd ha An Austin native, Kevin has over 30 years @
served as a team captain and as a member of theeBsof sales experience in our area. At STS, he workg@
the Year Committee. She also participates with Asebelors ~ with commercial accounts to offer practical SWANK
in Christmas in the City and Freedom Fest events. solutions to technological issues.

Terri and Jim have two children, Brian and KelsElyey He and his wife, Jill, have four sons and a grandtiter.
have been married 29 years. Terri likes the Vikiagd Jim is Kevin has been an Ambassador for eight years, aad h
a Packer fan! served as team captain, vice president and AMIGQdbair.

In his spare time, he likes to hunt, fish and golf.

It just makes sense . . .
Dollars and Cents
for our Community.

Spread the word! : "1 #$%

David Olson, 2011 President Apollo Liquor and Superette
Tom Sherman, Past President USEM, Inc.
Barry Irish, First Vice President Sterling State Bank
Gail Dennison, Vice President The Hormel Institute—University of Minnesota
Sam Ewing, Vice President Astrup Drug, Inc.
Steve Gleason, Vice President US Bank
Mel Gilbertson, Vice President Quality Pork Processors, Inc
Marlene Blaser Quiznos Sub
Mike Cooper Papa Murphy’s Pizza
Ralph Donkers Donkers Hometown Appliances
Tim Fritz Hormel Foods Corporation
Kim Hillberg LarsonAllen
Dick Mcintosh Arizona Cleaning Company
Adam Rees Austin Medical Center-Mayo Health System
Kelly Wagner Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik, LLP
John Garry, DCA Development Corporation of Austin
Dr. Ron Langrell Riverland Community College
Steve King City of Austin
David Krenz Austin Public Schools
Staff
Sandy Forstner, Executive Director sandy@acstitom
Valerie Schewe, Bookkeeper valerie@austincoc.com

Jeff Baldus, Member Relations/Major Events jeff@Buewc.com
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The League of Minnesota Cities came to Austin ieatthis
month, as part of a statewide tour of “Communityn@Gersa-
tions.” The purpose was to seek public input oy sérvices,
priorities and funding. It was a good start to avarsation that
is long overdue.

The premise for the discussion was a report retebgdhe
League in 2010, warning “that cities of every sinegvery re-
gion, will be broke by 2015,” and that by 2025 ted# overall
will see a deficit of 35 percent” in revenues. $andire warn-
ings are being issued from a variety of sourceduding school
and county associations. State and federal budgetsven more
challenged.

In Austin, a $1.3 million cut in state aid is apply even
more pressure on the city’s budget. Austin is higlépendent
on state aid, and still receives roughly one-Hiff.{ million) of
its general operating budget from the state. Mbstovers
would agree that further reductions in aid areljikes the state
continues to wrestle with its own budget problems.

The City’s initial response has been to propo percent
property tax increase for 2012. Their budget wabanclude
cuts to balance off the loss of state aid. Expexirabination of
cuts and tax increases at the county level, tod. ore of the
same in years to come.

Government is big and complex, and various unitgof
ernment are intertwined and interdependent. Casts heen
rising at a rate far out-pacing inflation. The ©#iof Budget and
Management currently estimates the “Price of Gawvemnt” in
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by Sandy Forstner, executive director |/

Minnesota at 16.1% of personal income (Federalstaxe in-
cluded). That means for every dollar made, Minras®pay 16
cents for state and local public services.

Adding to the tax burden at a time when busineasdsesi-
dents are struggling with their own budgets is @idaa. The
Chamber believes it is time for government atealels to take a
closer look at their operations and spending prési We must
find ways to deliver needed services more effitjgrand elimi-
nate those that are less than necessary.

Taxpayers need to be part of that discussion, laeynieed
to be better informed in order to participate effedy. Govern-
ment spending needs to be more transparent, asdrnied in a
way the general public can both understand and.trac

The Minnesota Taxpayer’'s Association believes faian
reporting by object code would be a positive stefhat direc-
tion. As a complement to program area reports,ablgjede re-
porting would show major line item spending combliaeross
departments from salaries and benefits to capiaeditures.

The reports are a simple, condensed way for taxpdge
track spending and compare their communities aiuifies to
others across the state.

AN ADDED MEMBER BENEFIT

As a member of the
Austin Area

Chamber

We are pleased to offer special
discount rates from Auto-Owners
Insurance Company on business

insurance — to members of company

Of Com merce approved organizations like yours!

YOU'LL SAVE BIG!

=—Heartman
= Insurance

Eric Connett
& '$0*%()*'$%

$%

Fast, fair and efficient service — from
The “No Problem” People®.

CALL TODAY AND SEE
HOW YOU'LL SAVE!

Bob Hoeg Israel Benitez
+ o - 1'$()*%()*'$0

eAwuio-Owners Insurance

Life Hor

sar Business
.

%{%&.ﬂ
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Welcome Aboard

583-5000
Studio J is a full service, portrait photographydéb, located at
415 East Main in Blooming Prairie. Jamie Bodenssahe
owner/photographer. Visit their website at
www.studiojimages.com

Studio J Images

Hanson Construction &

Specialty Cabinets, LLC 325-2509
Hanson Construction is a family-owned businessthat
served the Austin area for 28 years. Don Hanstineigieneral
contractor and his brother, Jerry, is a mastemeabmhaker and
millwork specialist. They offer residential and coercial con-
struction services, both new and remodeling. \figir website
for more information on their services: www.hansancom.

Sam’s Club 281-8355
Located in Rochester, Sam’s Club is a member-batad
store, offering namebrands at warehouse savingsefR¥on-

dal and Ryan Penticoff are the Austin area saleesentatives.

For more information visit their website at www.ssolub.com

Austin Pizza Ranch 396-2677
Located in the former Cash Wise Foods building,0188th
Ave. NW, Pizza Ranch is Austin’s newest family aestaint.
You can order off the menu or choose the buffeeyTdifer
delivery and provide meeting space for larger gétlgs. An-
drew Blomendaal is the Austin store manager. Haresl1-10
Sunday-Thursday and 11-10:30, Saturday and Sunday.

GYMOCA. Chamber Ambassadors held a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony at Gymocha, August 2. Located across
from Riverland at 1300 14th Street NW, Gymocha of-
fers breakfast and lunch menus, including coffeeseas,
smoothies, sandwiches and bakery items. Owners Cyn-
thia and Russell Pihlstrom and their children, Cal®

and Isabella, are pictured at center with the scisgs.

AMBASSADORS welcomed Austin’'s newest real estate
firm to the Chamber with a ribbon cutting ceremony at
Integrity Real Estate. Located next to Steve Juste&
State Farm Insurance along 14th Street NW, Integrig

is owned by Casey Hatch, center. Other staff membsgr
include Chris Ohm, Karen Baldridge, Mary Morem

and Bob Remker (not pictured).



RACHEL'S HOPE. Ambassadors held a ribbon cutting fa
new Chamber member Rachel's Hope, last month. Theam-
profit organization, located along Oakland Avenue Vést,
offers support services for pregnant women and theiyoung
children. Michelle O’Connor, center, is Executive DOrector,
and Jan Johnson is the volunteer coordinator.

Chamber Board of Directors
@ Town Center
4 pm  Ladies Night Out
Committee @ Chamber
5:30 pmLeadership Austin Welcome
& Social, Ike's Cabin
Thurs., Aug. 25 8 am  ChamberNet @ Town Center
9:30 am SCORE @ Chamber
Thurs., Sept. 1 7am  Agribusiness Committee
@ Jerry’s Other Place
4 pm  Ladies Night Out Committee
@ Chamber
Office Closed—Labor Day
Government Affairs
@ Chamber
7:30 amAmbassador Executive
Committee @ Taco John’s
Executive Board of Directors
@ Chamber
4 pm  Ribbon Cutting @
Freedom Valu Center
8 am ChamberNet @ Town Center
9:30 am SCORE @ Chamber
Noon AMIGO Day @ Meadow
Greens Golf Course
5 pm Business After Hours @
Hill, Larson, Walth & Benda
7:30 amChamber Ambassadors
@ Perkins
Ribbon Cutting @ Farm
Bureau-Wyn Alexander
4 pm  Ladies Night Out Committee
@ Chamber
Chamber Board of Directors
@ Town Center

Wed., Aug. 17 7 am

Thurs., Aug. 18

Mon., Sept. 5
Tues., Sept. 6 8 am

Wed., Sept. 7

Noon

Thurs., Sept. 8
Mon., Sept. 12
Tues., Sept. 13
Wed., Sept. 14

12:30

Wed., Sept. 21 7 am
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Continued from page 1

Mortuary; Cooperative Response Center, Inc.;

Culligan Water Conditioning; Culver’s RestaurantaD
mond Ridge Printing; Edward Jones—Greg Bird & Thad
Kusick; Farmers and Merchants State Bank; Firstnéas and
Merchants State Bank;

Games People Play; Heartman Insurance; Hill, Lgrson
Walth & Benda, PA; Holiday Cars of Austin; Holidayn and
Austin Conference Center; Home Federal Savings Bank
Hoversten, Johnson, Beckmann & Hovey, LLP; Hy-Veed
Store; Jim’s Market Place Foods;

MJ O’Connor, Inc.; Medicap Pharmacy; Power 96/KQAQ
Radio; Restaurant Warehouse; State Farm InsuranGeeg-
Meyer & Steve Justice; Steve’'s Pizza; Usem’s, I&aj-Mart;
Watts Cookin’ & Roadys Travel Plaza; Worlein Furiétame;
Y-Waste Removal, Inc.
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Held the 2nd Tuesday of every month
October 11  Accentra Credit Union
November 8 Hormel Historic Home
December 13Torge’s Live/Holiday Inn
January 10 OPEN
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AMBASSADORS WELCOMED new member Schieck
Family Dentistry to the Chamber at their new facility, lo-
cated at 607 18th Ave. NW. Dr. Schieck has been mticing
family dentistry in Austin since 1990. Pictured atcenter is
Dr. Joel Schieck and his staff.

WELCOME TRAM. Chamber Ambassadors joined Austin
officials in welcoming MS TRAM “Ride Across Minnesda”
to Austin’s Todd Park, July 26. A variety of activities were
organized for the 850 participants at the park andhrough-
out the community by the Austin Convention and Visiors
Bureau. Pictured at center was CVB Executive Diredr
Cheryl Corey. Also pictured, far right, was Austin Mayor
Tom Stiehm.

AMBASSADORS held a ribbon cutting at opening cereme
nies for the Mower County Fair. Cutting the ribbon, center,
was Ken Trom, Fair Person of the Year.
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STUDIO J IMAGES was welcomed to the Chamber by Am-
bassadors with a ribbon cutting ceremony in front étheir
studio at 415 East Main in Blooming Prairie. StudiaJ offers
complete photography services for family, weddingsen-
iors, and glamour. Pictured, center, are owner/
photographer Jamie Bodenstab and her husband, Chris

CHAMBER AMBASSADORS celebrated the Grand Opening
of Hy-Vee/Caribou Coffee, August 8, with a ribbon atting in
the new store. One of 500 Caribou Coffee outlets tianwide,
Austin’s store is the first to partner directly with Hy-Vee
Foods. Pictured at center of photo are Hy-Vee Storlanager
Mike Silvis, Caribou Coffee Store Manager Julie Mabney
and Hy-Vee Store Director Todd Hepler.
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The Buy Mower,
Grow Mower
Message is about
you, your busi-
ness and our
community.

Join us in
supporting

this important
effort to improve
our economic
future.
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Minnesota Chamber of Commerce

The budget stalemate at the Capitol and final comjse
left many with a negative view of this past Lediisla Ses-
sion.

At the same time, we cannot overlook the accomplish
ments of the 2011 Legislature. Many votes were dashg
the regular session on issues critical to all rsses no mat-
ter their size, location or product. The Voting Betcan be
found at http://www.mnchamber.com/action-centecftdas-
center/legislative-voting-records.cfm.

The laws passed in St. Paul have considerable ingpac
the well-being of employers and employees alikee &bon-
omy continues to be challenging, and it is moreartgnt
than ever for Minnesota to position itself to conepia the
global marketplace.
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Streamline the environmental review and permitting
system.

Remove the ban on consideration of additional nu-
clear and coal power.

The State’s budget was balanced without a gerexal t
increase. Alternative licensure and environmeritabsnlin-
ing were accomplished during the regular sessiod vee'll
continue to work on removing the energy bans in22@ver-
all, the statewide business community lobbies apprately
50 policies. Many of these initiatives are detaitethe Vot-
ing Record.

The report has two parts: a list of important walt votes
and a description of and commentary on key busiisssgs.
Just as important as the final floor votes is hegidlators
work in committees and behind the scenes to adviduece
business agenda. The legislative scorecard highklitjose
efforts as well.

For additional information on legislators’ votingcords,
contact Tom Hesse, vice president of governmeatraffat
thesse@mnchamber.com.

The Minnesota Chamber and its 2,400 members addance We encourage employers and employees to review this

a multitude of issues important to the future ofiNBsota’s
economy. Four priorities led our agenda this year:

report, then contact your lawmakers to show yopregia-
tion for their efforts and/or share your concerbsu their

Resolve the state budget shortfall without a gdnera records. Paying attention to this year’'s committeek and

fund tax increase.
Enact alternative pathways for teacher licensure.

voting records will help us promote our businessaitives in
the 2012 legislative session and election.

Available atWWW.austincoc.com
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